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The Poetry of Love

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Love is a fundamental need of every human being. 

2. Literature is our vehicle for understanding love.

3. Love as well as the conflict between men and women has fueled the imagination of the greatest writers in literary history. 

4. Literature reflects this tension of opposites in its imagery, symbolism, and its very language. 

5. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

6. Culture affects the way language is used

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


	Essential Question: How does poetry enhance our understanding and appreciation of the many themes about love? Why is the language of poetry a perfect vehicle for the themes of love?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the terms of poetry (see content vocabulary)

	Know the forms of Shakespearean and Italian sonnets and understand how the forms inform the themes of love in the poems

	Understand concepts of persona and voice within the poems

	Apply strategies for reading poetry to understand a variety of poems dealing with themes of love

	Understand the major thematic treatments of love that are reflected in the poetry


	Suggested Strategies
	· Analyze a wide variety of poetry by looking at its imagery/figurative language, its social milieu, its tension of opposites, its development of character
· Create a list with the teacher of reading strategies to be used specifically to understand and decode poetry

	Suggested Assessments
	· Close reading of a poem of the student’s choice

· Writing poetry reflecting concepts they have learned (Life is a Metaphor assignment)

· Test students by using unknown excerpts for them to apply their strategies for decoding poetry

	Suggested Resources
	· Poetry packets

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· figurative language, simile, metaphor, personification symbol, chiasmus, dramatic monologue, persona, irony, paradox, Shakespearean and Petrarchan sonnets

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Core Ethical Values


The Nineteenth Century and the Victorian Period

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Love is a fundamental need of every human being. 

2. Literature is our vehicle for understanding love.

3. Love as well as the conflict between men and women has fueled the imagination of the greatest writers in literary history. 

4. Literature reflects this  tension of opposites in its imagery, symbolism, and its very language. 

5. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

6. Culture affects the way language is used

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


	Essential Questions: How does love reflect the cultural, moral, social values of the Victorian period both in England and America? How do the English writers define love in comparison to the American writers of the same time frame? Why is love the essential mechanism and principal theme in literature?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will: know or understand

	Understand the cultural values of the Victorian period and their impact on literature

	Know how literature reflects cultural, moral, and social values of an historical era

	Understand the figurative language and symbolic use of setting in the literary works (Tess of the D’Urbervilles and Daisy Miller)

	Understand the fundamental difference between the Tess, the English heroine in Victorian literature, and the American stereotype of the impudent flirt as represented by James’s Daisy Miller

	Understand how cultural views of men and women in the Victorian period affected relationships and determined the course of love

	Understand Northrop Frye’s definition of tragedy


	Suggested Strategies
	· Chart  patterns of imagery to reveal the text’s thematic meanings 

· Examine and research the social and marital roles of men and women in the 19th c in America and/or England

· Compare the fictional character of Tess with historical accounts of women in 19th century England

· Examine Tess as an allegorical figure representing Nature against the backdrop of the Industrial Revolution and the potential evil of machines

· Examine literary works as explanations and examples of love within their own historical milieu

· Examine the literary works so as to comment not only on the historical period but also on contemporary questions concerning marriage and male/female roles

· Examine the voice of the author and his role in the literary work

· Compare the Old World of Europe with the New World of America/ the Gilded Age

· Examine characterization in terms of the narrator’s comments as well as the comments of other characters

· Create original descriptive prose by using an author’s sentence structure as a model

· Peer edit papers by using rubrics and taking particular note of sentence structure and sentence combining

	Suggested Assessments
	· Apply both the Greek classical principles of tragedy and the Shakespearean principles of tragedy to Hardy’s use of tragedy in Tess
· Explain the tragedy of Tess by using knowledge of tragedy, plot, and historical research

· Analyze Polanski’s direction of the film Tess in reference to his own bias and world view
· Write a literary analysis essay which utilizes the concept of juxtaposition and imagery to reveal significances about character and plot

· Vocabulary quizzes
· Short tests used for reading comprehension

	Suggested Resources
	· Tess of the D’Urbervilles  Thomas Hardy
· Roman Polanski’s film Tess of the D’Urbervilles  

·  “Daisy Miller”  Henry James

· The Age of Innocence   the film with Daniel Day Lewis
· The poetry of Browning—Porphyria’s Lover, My Last Duchess
· The Victorian House  Judith Flanders
· Daily Life In Victorian England  Sally Mitchell
· Once A Week is Ample
· Anatomy of Criticism Northrop Frye

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Online research of the Victorian Period

	Content Vocabulary
	· Literary vocabulary

· Vocabulary from the literary works

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Communicate effectively 

· Collaborate and cooperate 

· Access and process information 

· Core Ethical Values


Shakespeare and Love in Much Ado About Nothing
	Essential Understandings: 

1. Love is a fundamental need of every human being. 

2. Literature is our vehicle for understanding love.

3. Love as well as the conflict between men and women has fueled the imagination of the greatest writers in literary history. 

4. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

5. Literature helps to shape human ideas about love

6. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

7. Culture affects the way language is used

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


	Essential Questions: How does love reflect the cultural, moral, social values of the Elizabethan period? How does Shakespeare create tension between lovers in COMEDY? Why is love the essential mechanism and principal theme in the play?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand basic principles of the Shakespearean comedy genre 

	Understand the way Shakespeare uses figurative language in the play

	Know Shakespeare biographical information and historical context in which he was writing

	Understand the use of music as a motif in Shakespearean comedy

	Understand how the motif of war and battle mirrors the battle between the sexes as depicted in the play

	Understand how the structure of comedy reflects the risks and sacrifices one makes for love

	Understand why Shakespeare’s comedies always end in marriage to bring the warring parts into harmony and to re-establish order


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examine the setting of the play in terms of its symbolic significance

· Chart the development, change, and motives of characters in a text 

· Examine speeches and soliloquies that reveal characterization and theme

· Compare Much Ado About Nothing to the principles of the classical Shakespearean comedy genre

· Examine Kenneth Branagh’s movie Much Ado About Nothing to reveal how it enhances the student’s understanding of the text and his enjoyment of the visual play

	Suggested Assessments
	· Close analysis of Shakespearean language—speeches

· Memorize and recite a character’s speech from a play we have studied
· Reading quizzes

· Test on Shakespearean terms and characters

	Suggested Resources
	· Folger edition of Much Ado
· Branaugh’s film Much Ado
· Caroline Spurgeon’s Shakespeare’s Imagery
· Selected literary criticism

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· webquest

	Content Vocabulary
	· chiasmus, pun, double entendre, Frye’s genre of comedy, scapegoat figure, dark comedy

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Communicate effectively 

· Collaborate and cooperate 

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


 Transition to Modern Realism

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Love is a fundamental need of every human being. 

2. Literature is our vehicle for understanding love.

3. Love as well as the conflict between men and women has fueled the imagination of the greatest writers in literary history. 

4. Literature reflects this  tension of opposites in its imagery, symbolism, and its very language. 

5. The definition of love changes with the historical milieu. 

	Content Standards:

1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


	Essential Questions: How does love reflect the cultural, moral, social values of the late 19th century world? How has the definition and significance of love and marriage changed over the centuries? In what ways is love still an essential mechanism and principal theme in literature?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:  

	Understand the modern perspective on the roles of women and men

	Understand the cultural, social, and sexual values of the modern period

	Understand the fundamental changes that have occurred in the definition and understanding of love as presented in literature from Shakespeare to Ibsen

	Understand the philosophy of A Doll’s House

	Understand the imagery and metaphors of disease and infection within the play

	Understand the development of the theme of deception


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examine the motivation and independence of both the male and female characters in the modern period literature

· Chataqua project—student initiated and directed

	Suggested Assessments
	· Independent reading—choose a short story with a “love” theme and analyze its ‘love’ perspective

· Short test

· Critical writing

	Suggested Resources
	· A Doll’s House  and/or  Ghosts     Henrik Ibsen

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Research 19c art online; research the social influence of A Doll’s House on both literature and the people of the period

	Content Vocabulary
	· Realism, the modern theater 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind 

· Quality work 

· Read critically 

· Communicate effectively 

· Collaborate and cooperate 

· Access and process information 

· Core Ethical Values
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